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ber 14, 2012 · by Natalie · in Art

Artist C
hristine N

iehoff has long been inspired by both science and science fiction. She
chats to us about a first-hand experience w

ith nuclear disaster and how
 it influenced her

new
 Berlin installation, The M

obile M
useum

 of Apocalypse.
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In 1992, Christine Niehoff w
as staying near St.Petersburg w

hen a serious accident
occurred at a nearby nuclear pow

er plant. Though she didn’t know
 it at the tim

e, the
experience turned out to be a defining m

om
ent in her career as an artist. “It w

as a very
frightening tim

e, nobody knew
 how

 bad it w
as. For tw

enty years afterw
ards I didn’t

really think about it m
uch, but instead developed an obsession w

ith nuclear issues, the
end of the w

orld, and science fiction.”

O
ver the last tw

o decades, Niehoff’s fascination w
ith catastrophe has m

anifest itself in
w

ork based on them
es such as ‘disaster’, ‘survival’, and ‘shelters’. True to form

, her
latest installation, currently show

ing at Berlin’s Scotty Enterprises, is called The M
obile

M
useum

 of Apocalypse.

“I’ve built a sm
all m

obile m
useum

, based on the design of a M
oldovan kiosk, that w

ill
explore various scenarios involving how

 m
ankind m

ight m
eet its end,” the artist

explained. Not the cheeriest of topics, but – as is so often the case – w
here tragedy

leads, com
edy follow

s. “W
hile I hope to m

ake people think, there is a hum
ourous side

as w
ell.”

Inspired by an article discussing the clim
ate cooling that w

ould follow
 a nuclear

standoff betw
een Pakistan and India, Niehoff created the dim

inutive m
useum

’s first
show, entitled M

it dem
 Atom

 gegen den Klim
aw

andel (N
uclear against C

lim
ate C

hange).
Tongue firm

ly in cheek, she plays w
ith the idea that nuclear pow

er can provide a
solution to global w

arm
ing – if not by providing a replacem

ent to fossil fuels, then
perhaps by triggering a nuclear w

inter.

The m
ulti-m

edia exhibition consists of a m
iniaturised, 3-D post-apocalyptic landscape

com
plete w

ith debris above ground and an insight into a sophisticated bunker,
decorated w

ith dolls house furniture to look eerily realistic. The surrounding w
alls
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feature a m
useum

-like inform
ation board, a painting of a m

enacing m
ushroom

 cloud,
and w

hat looks like a series of stills from
 a film

.

“Those im
ages are from

 a fascinating series of short film
s called Protect and Survive,

m
ade by the UK governm

ent to inform
 people about how

 to protect them
selves during

a nuclear attack.” In fact, it w
as these short film

s that form
ed the basis of Niehoff’s

previous installation w
hilst studying for her M

FA at G
oldsm

iths in London. Using the
instructions on the film

s (w
hich are hilarious and disturbing in equal m

easure), she built
a nuclear shelter w

ith m
aterials available to hand.

Back at the current installation, the artist w
ill soon be m

oving aw
ay (at least tem

porarily)
from

 the topic of nuclear to focus on a brand new
 show

 inside her m
icro-m

useum
 for

the  finissage on 6th O
ctober. The Atw

oodian exhibition w
ill explore the perils of  G

M
food, envisioning a scenario w

here hum
anity starves to near-extinction due to

unforeseen com
plications of genetic engineering.
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